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place the struggle for existence under regulation, In every
department of human activity co-operative or collective effort
is rapidly taking the place of anarchic individualism, and
real progress is measured by the growing control of ethical
principles over the forms of selfishness, egotism, unscrupu-
lousness, and cruelty which are called forth by unlimited and
heartless competition. With nations, as with individuals,
progress consists mainly in the growing supremacy of law,
order, and morality over the excess of the self-regarding
principle in which the individual or national struggle has its
root. As civilisation advances the struggle for existence is
therefore not abolished. It is continued under more com-
plex conditions, on a wider scale, over larger areas, by
greater masses of organised men, with mightier weapons and
vaster resources and above all with nobler ideas of the
meaning and objects of life, both individual and national,

When the process has developed a little further, the
dread of the name of socialism will disappear, for it will be
found that economic forces and a higher ideal of civic and
national life will have brought about the thing itself. In Old
Japan, society was a rude form of collectivism, under which
the means of life were guaranteed to every member of the
community, and life was free from the harassing worries
which are common in the West, and, although comforts and
luxuries were somewhat rare, they were not missed, for after
all the simpler life is the happier people are. In New
Japan, as we have seen, a new collectivism is developing and
the functions of the State are increasing in many directions,
In a former chapterx we considered shortly the causes which
had led to the success of Japan and had hastened her evolu-
tion in a most remarkable manner, and her example is calcu-
lated to give the nations of the West many useful lessons,
The most important of these is that, when the soul of a
people rises to a new ideal of national life, it is able to
hasten the realisation of that ideal by the full employment
of the collective resources of the nation, not only as regards
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